“Chief gxecutive, Nomhern Ireland Science Park

NASA, the
‘right stuff
and flights of
hyperbole

ONE of the best tings about operating in the
Sclence Park is the quality of pecple you
il — and surely George Abbey has b ba
o of the stars. Yet | doubt i you know the
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Itis & tact of lile that certain roles capbure the
haadlings, whils others are destined abviys
12 be In the back rooms, at least a8 lar as the
public i concamead,
Let mé msnilion & coupls of names
conmeched with Geonge. .
Jirn Lossedl — do you rememiber him? He was
ﬂa-_.-ad in ite Farvie by anather new frend of
Irefand, Tom Hanks. Jam was the
mEsston commandar of the illkfated Apola 13
and it was Geongs who bed the sarth-bound
MUASA bearn which delivered him and his

Pumﬂmm ium with
N Bs shaning

the Aussians. In effect, Geonge is “ranned
- ight nat agree with his conciusicns
il m not agres -

and, # blogs are to be believed, you might
not like his management shyles bul you would
nave to respect his présence and his
Ackigamanis.

g retired in 2001, as Director of the
Johnson Space Centre in Tewas, from wherna
MASA-manned missions ane controlled once
the mocket or shutika leaves the aimosphens
owver Florida, - e
Geoarge was brought o Bellast
intemational Space School Tnest (155T), This

public workdwide. "
i o that sometimes, in Sights of
hyperbols, wa call tha Thompson Dack
complex the ‘'Cape Canaveral' of 1812, Ha
laokad closedy at tha mtﬂiﬁﬁ!.lﬂldh'ﬂ'l'
paster board, asked a few questions, and
agresd whobshaariadhy. He might nol be the
lagi MASA guy to visi mrctnmhmd
Pump-Haiuse, Watch this space!



